
APPENDIX 1 

 

From: tony foley 

Sent: 15 December 2014 08:22 

To: rmossop1; neilbetteridge; jerry; Pauline Wright 

Subject:Fwd: Good morning Mr Pitt 

 
 
 
Sent from my iPad 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: tony foley 
Date: 15 December 2014 07:21:08 GMT 
To: Michael Pitt <michael.pitt@harlow.gov.uk> 
Cc: Norah Nolan <norah.nolan@harlow.gov.uk>,  "maggie.hulcoop@harlow.gov.uk" 
<maggie.hulcoop@harlow.gov.uk> 
Subject:Good morning Mr Pitt 

At the recent Private Hire committee meeting a decision was taken to challenge the licence 

fees increase submitted to Novembers Licensing Committee for the following reasons. 

 

GENERAL. 

There were several errors in the proposals over and above the two that were amended at 

that meeting. 

 

The reason that the Licensing Department give to justify the increases is that the Local 

Government (miscellaneous provisions) Act 1976 allows them to do so. 

However this Act also states that conditions have to be reasonable. 

The trade believe that the “Because we can” attitude is unreasonable. 

For this we feel that the Licensing Office should present accurate and justification for any 

fees increase to the next licensing meeting to allow scrutiny so that constructive 

consultation can take place. 

 

This trade over recent years have suggested  ways in an attempt to reduce the costs of the 

Administration and Issue of licenses for example 

On line application and payments 

Extending certain fees for longer than the current 12 months’ 

Using Black and White cartridges 

An MTM study of officers tasks. 

It appears officers are more than ready to discuss increases than efficiency improvements. 

 

FEES 

Last year the council ceased the charge being imposed for the issue of permanent door 

signs, 

have these charges been included in the proposed driver licence fee? 

 

Why are there 4 different driver licence fees? 



 

The charge for a vehicle transfer can only be described as extortionate, 

Council costs an officers time at £45 per hour, this exercise take a maximum of 15 minutes, 

how can a charge of £90+ be justified? 

 

Any increase in replacement items is unwarranted as at meeting earlier this year officers 

stated they had “cupboard full” of these items. 

Why have the council in the past 4 years increased these fees by 10% despite not having to 

purchase stock? 

 

Why does a 1 person operator pay 4 licence fees? 

 

These objections would have little impact on the departments overall budget and could 

easily be absorbed by good fiscal controls. 

 

For the past 10 years, there have been 9 accumulative increase in fees 

this is despite an increase in driver applications so the actual increase is higher than the 

percentage given. 

 

Regards 

 

Tony Foley (Chair)  RobMossop (Secretary)( 

 

Sent from Windows Mail 

 

 


